KISA GOLFING REGULATIONS & FORMAT 
Objective:
1. This preliminary document serves as the foundation for discussions among the designated representatives of each district’s golf committee.
2. The purpose of this document is to establish a standardised golf format and set of rules that:
a) Align with KISA's core values and principles, ensuring compliance with its mission and community standards.
b) Provide a consistent framework for KISA golf tournaments, with provisions for periodic adjustments as necessary.
c) Facilitate participation by golfers of varying skill levels and handicaps.
d) Establish criteria for recognising individual excellence through a "Best Individual Golfer" award(s).
e) Establish criteria for recognising team excellence through a "Best District Team" award.
f) Adhere to existing official golfing rules and regulations.
 
KISA Golf Consulting Committee:
1. Vinney Kumar 		Melbourne	vinney8@gmail.com		+61434 576 657
2. Bharat Riga		Auckland	bharat.k@xtra.co.nz		+6422 490 4910
3. Bharat Kumar		Nadi		bharat.kumar@bred.com.fj	+679 992 0378
4. Pratap Narsey		Brisbane	narseypratap@gmail.com	+61405 513 7270
5. Nilesh Jamnadas	Sydney		nj@fordartgroup.com		+61449 515 051

Note: All other districts were invited but declined.


Trophies for Consideration:

	Trophy Name
	Event
	Perpetual Trophy
	Keeps Trophy

	Winning Team 
	Four-Person Team Event
	Yes
	Yes

	Runner Up Team 
	Four-Person Team Event
	Yes
	Yes

	Highest Stableford Points
	Individual Event
	Yes
	Yes

	Lowest Strokes of the Sticks
	Individual Event
	Yes
	Yes

	Longest Drive
	Individual Event
	Yes
	Yes

	Nearest to the Pin
	Individual Event
	Yes
	Yes



Green = exists, Yello = recommended

1.0 Recommended KISA Golf Regulations

1.1 Official Recognition & Standardisation
1.1.1 The KISA Golf Tournament shall be formally recognised as an official, competitive, and standardised event in future KISA World Cup tournaments.
1.2 Tournament Structure and Eligibility 
1.2.1 The tournament shall be a single-day event played over 18 holes.
1.2.2 The minimum age requirement for participation shall be fourteen (14) years.
1.2.3 Participants who do not possess an officially recognised golf handicap shall be assigned a default handicap of eighteen (18).
1.2.4 The maximum permissible handicap for any participant shall be twenty-seven (27).
1.2.5 Each district must register only one team of four (4) players for the team competition. 
1.2.6 Districts with less than four players can merge players from other districts to form a team of four for their district.
1.3 Recognition of Individual & Group Achievements
1.3.1 Individual awards shall be conferred based on the following criteria:
1.3.1.1 The player attaining the highest Stableford points for the round.
1.3.1.2 The player recorded the lowest total stroke count for the round.
1.3.2 Team awards shall be determined as follows:
1.3.2.1 The team with the highest aggregate Stableford points, based on the performance of all four (4) players, shall be declared the winning team.
1.3.2.2 The team with the second-highest aggregate Stableford points shall be the runner-up.
1.3.3 Additional individual recognitions shall be awarded in the following categories.
1.3.3.1 Longest Drive
1.3.3.2 Nearest to the Pin.
1.4 Additional KISA Golf Conduct & Compliance
1.4.1 The presence of caddies, spectators, or supporters is strictly prohibited, except for designated host officials, due to insurance coverage limitations associated with the golf course.
1.4.2  All participants shall adhere to proper golf etiquette and maintain respectful conduct toward fellow competitors, acknowledging the varying skill levels among players.
This conduct shall govern the KISA Golf Tournament and be strictly enforced to ensure a fair and professional competitive environment.


2.0 Official KISA Golf Rules:
2.1 The KISA Golf Tournament shall be governed by the official golf rules as established and administered by the R&A (The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews). 
2.2 All participants must comply with any additional local rules imposed by the tournament host and the golf club.
2.3 The competition format shall exclusively utilise the Stableford points system.
2.4 The tournament host shall have sole discretion to determine whether to implement a shotgun or a staggered start based on the operational requirements of the hosting golf club.
2.5 Tee box placements shall be determined by the local golf club's regulations, considering the participant's age and gender.
2.6 All participants must adhere to the golfing etiquette and dress code prescribed by the golf club.
2.7 The tournament host shall have the authority to decide whether to apply the slope rating of the selected course or play neutral based on the Golf Links Number.
2.8 Participants are strictly prohibited from carrying more than fourteen (14) clubs or using non-conforming (illegal) golf balls or clubs during tournament play.
2.9 Players shall not share golf clubs with teammates or opponents. Each player must use their golf clubs for every shot during the round. Any violation of this rule shall result in penalties for the offending player and their playing partner.
2.10 Range finders with slope-adjustment features may not be used with the slope function enabled during play.
2.11 The host committee reserves the right to announce the imposition of penalties for slow play before the tournament's commencement. Certain golf clubs may enforce time limits for completing a round to accommodate other members or scheduled play.
2.12 The designated Golf Club Marshal's rulings are final and must be strictly adhered to by all participants.
2.13 The host committee shall not override R&A golfing rules or local club regulations to waive stroke penalties or disqualifications imposed on players.
2.14 The principle of "preferred lies" shall not be recognised on the fairway or in any other location on the course. Players must play the ball as it lies, subject only to local course rules. In specific weather conditions, such as excessive wetness, the hosting golf club may impose temporary relief rules; however, such rulings shall not be determined by the tournament host.
2.15 Using "Mulligans" or “Gimme” putts is strictly prohibited. Any reported instance of a player granting or accepting a Mulligan or "Gimme" putt may result in the entire playing group receiving a score of zero for the hole or disqualification from the tournament.
2.16 To ensure the timely commencement of play, all players must arrive at the tournament venue no later than forty-five (45) minutes before their scheduled tee-off time.



3.0 KISA Golf Teams Structure and Individual Play

3.1 KISA Golf Team Details:  
3.1.1 Team Registration 
3.1.1.1 Each team must submit a complete roster of four (4) members, including their official handicaps, handicap numbers, and dates of birth, no later than two (2) weeks before the event.
3.1.1.2 Each team is required to designate a team captain who shall act as the official representative of the team
3.1.1.3  Team members shall be eligible to compete in team and individual competitions.
3.1.2 Team Play
3.1.2.1 Players within the same team may consult with their teammates playing in the group before executing a shot.
3.1.2.2 As a general rule, the maximum allowable stroke per hole is eight (8). After this, the player must pick up the ball and put zero (0) Stableford points, nine (9) strokes for the hole, to maintain the pace of play.  
3.1.2.3 All groups shall adhere to the "ready golf" principle, whereby players play when ready rather than strictly following a tee-off order based on hole scores.
3.1.3 Team Scoring & Marking 
3.1.3.1 For team events, each four-member team shall be divided into two (2) groups of two (2) players, and each pair shall be grouped with representatives from other districts to prevent all team members from playing together.
3.1.3.2  Scorekeeping must be conducted by players from opposing districts, strictly adhering to recording both strokes and Stableford points.
3.1.3.3 Official golf course scorecards may include Stroke and Match Index markings. Players must refer to the Stroke Index when calculating their Stableford points.

3.2 KISA Golf Individual Details:  
3.2.1 Individual Registration:
3.2.1.1 Individual participants must complete their registration at least two (2) weeks prior to the event, providing their official handicap numbers and dates of birth.
3.2.2 Individual Play
3.2.2.1 As a general rule, the maximum allowable stroke per hole is eight (8). After this, the player must pick up the ball and put zero (0) Stableford points, nine (9) strokes for the hole, to maintain the pace of play.  
3.2.2.2 All groups shall adhere to the "ready golf" principle, whereby players tee off when ready, rather than following a predetermined tee-off order based on hole scores.
3.2.3 Individual Scoring & Marking 
3.2.3.1 The Host Committee shall determine individual groupings and requests for specific pairings shall not be permitted.
3.2.3.2 Scorekeeping must be conducted for players from opposing districts or as designated by the Host Committee, strictly adhering to recording both strokes and Stableford points.
3.2.3.3 Official golf course scorecards may include Stroke Index and Match Index markings. Players must refer to the Stroke Index when calculating their Stableford points.
4.0 
KISA Golf Event Management:

4.1 Administration   
4.1.1 Draws
4.1.1.1 The host committee shall finalise and publish the official tournament draws within the KISA Golf WhatsApp group no later than one (1) to two (2) days before the event.
4.1.1.2  The host committee shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that teams from the same district are not grouped; however, such arrangements cannot be guaranteed in all instances.
4.1.2 Scores & Scorecards:
4.1.2.1 Upon completion of play, all scorecards must be submitted to the host committee for verification and official recording.
4.1.2.2  The host committee may designate an official scoring application during the event. All participants must use the application for score submission and tracking if this is mandated. 
4.1.3 Host Committee Rights:
4.1.3.1 The host committee reserves the right to take appropriate measures to prevent any individual, team, or group from compromising the integrity or orderly conduct of the event.
4.1.3.2 The host committee can immediately disqualify the offending party from the current event and may recommend to KISA that the offending party be barred from future events.
4.1.3.3 In cases where an objection or dispute is escalated to KISA, the KISA Committee shall have the final authority to review, resolve, and enforce any necessary actions.
4.1.4 Late Arrivals
4.1.4.1 Players arriving late to the tournament venue must join their designated playing group at its current location on the course.
4.1.4.2 Any holes missed due to late arrival shall be recorded as zero (0) strokes. There shall be no allowance for players to return and complete missed holes.
4.1.4.3 These provisions shall be strictly enforced to maintain the integrity, fairness, and smooth execution of the KISA Golf Tournament.



4.2 Unexpected Events:  
4.2.1 Suspension due to Rain:
4.2.1.1 If a shot-gun start were used, ALL players would have played close to equal numbers of holes.  Based on this, taking the lowest number of holes played
4.2.1.1.1 If more than nine holes are played, scoring must be done for those holes and winners selected
4.2.1.1.2 If nine or fewer holes were played, the host committee may choose to play the remainder of the game another day OR consider the tournament abounded or select based on the limited number of holes played.

4.2.2 Calculation of Points for the part played events
4.2.2.1.1 For more than nine holes completed
· If all the players have completed 12 holes (being more than nine as a minimum), then
· For individuals 
· E.g Harmesh has 25 points after 12 holes, his 18 holes score will be adjusted by the following formula:
(Calculation:  22 points / 12 holes) x 18 holes = 33 points 
Score for 18 holes:  33 points 

· For Team Score, 
· E.g Melbourne Bula Boys have 102 points (Aggregated for the four players) after 12 holes, the team score for 18 holes score will be adjusted by the following formula:
(Calculation:  102 points / 12 holes) x 18 holes = 153 points 
			Team Score for 18 holes:  153 points 

· 0.5 and over is rounded up to the nearest entire point.
· Less than 0.5 is rounded down to the nearest entire point. 
 


